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JANUARY

2005

VOLUME 25
Peaks Island Fund

ISSUE 1

Thanks to everyone who helped support Peaks in 2004 through the Peaks Island
Fund.
The PIF Committee met on November 18 to review its first full year of operation.
The grants m?,de during the year were discussed and recommendafions for 1mproving
next sum.mer' s grant cycle were considered. It has been suggested that a meeting of
island non-pi;o1it directors wou1cloenelpfu1 to get a sense oTthe emerging neeas oTPeaks
Island. This gathering will be planned for next summer. Among the possible topics
discu~sed w~--the -island needs -a-s-sessment, ...col.lab.oration .among .island.agencies, .and
non-profit management assistance workshops in budgeting, fund raising, and grant
writing.
PIF also considered island scholarship pro~rams that address the needs of island
students who want to .pursue travel study programs during high school years. This
growing field of interest has attracted a number of islanders to programs in Asia, the
Caribbean, El,lrope, ·a.nd ·numerous -part-s--ofthe-Uni-t-ed -States.
The need for an island "meals on wheels" program came up. In the past,
numerous islanders have expressed a willingness-t-o-help--wit-h-this-effort.·PfF-wiU also
lend
a hand if the need exists.
.•
;
A.Iiyone interested in contributing to the PIF may send gifts to the Peaks Island
::· -~·
Fuhd_..c/o :Maine Community-:Founda.tioo,-One ·Monument Square,:P.ortland·;-ME-B4{.I2.
You may_·also pass gifts and your ideas along t9 committee members Nancy Flynn, Jim
Lausier, Reta Morrill, Br-enda Buchanan, PerrfSutherland, Michelle Thresher, or Bill
Zimmerman.
Happy New Year.

Co:MMUNITY LECTURE SERIES
Storytelling by Bill Hinderer
The first installment in the Community Lecture Series 200S will be on Thursday, January
th
13 at 7pm at the Community Center. It will be led by Peaks Island resident Bill Hinderer.
Bill will talk about the craft of storytelling, perhaps the oldest art form. Imagine a c~veman
returning home empty-handed saying "Man you should see the tyrannosaurus I almost
caught"- the world's first story. This will be a hands-on, or in this case mouths-on,
experience; anyone who wishes will get a chance to try telling a storf. We hope you can join
us for w~at promises to be an informative and entertaining evening.

Peaks Island Children's Workshop
· 71 Herman Ave. 766-2854

Lots going on at the center and the days are foo short! Thank you to our."Secret Santa" for
donating a.digital camera. We have been taking lo_ts of great pi.ctures·and can't wait to put them
up around the classroom! Thank you to everyone who has been donating his or her b6ttl~ slips at
Hannigan's to our cente·r. We have been using the donations to purchase ,program supplies and
help with staff training. Thank you also to everyone that came to O'Naturals for our community
. night on Dec. 16th . We enjoyed lots of yummy f_ood , good company.and all for a great cause! We
had a great time singing holiday carols a few weeks ago with the seniors the Brackett
Memorial United Methodist Church and ~eally enjoyed the coo'kie treat! Susan Hanley, our
vol.unteer coordinator, has been working hard· at scheduling some terrific talent to share with
our group. In December, we learned about the accordion and sang lots of songs with Nancy 3
and Lisa W. came to decorate Christmas cookies i.yith the kids and brought her own yummy
cookie dough. If you would like to volunteer o~ have questions about volunteering with the Peaks
Island Children's w·orkshop,. please contact Susan Hanley at 766-2735. We will be having a
knitted item ~ale in February_as a fundraiser; if you would like to donate a hand made item,
please conta~t Kristan Mitchell at 766-3080 or drop off at the center. Our community food
pantry is open M-F, 7am-6pm. Call if you are in need. The parent/toddler playgroup meets
Fridays, 10:15-11:00. Come join us.for a morning of fu·n!
·
·

at

Attention Parents
Information Night
If your child is between
5 and 16 years of age
(Age 5 by July 31, 2005, and no older than 16 on that date)

and would like to participate
in a baseball or softball recreation
program, you are invited to attend an

Informational Meeting with

·Portland Bayside Little League
February 7, 2005

7:00-8:00 PM

Peaks Island Community
Center

)

.,

PINA NEWS
NEXT PINA MEETING: THE PEAKS ISLAND NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION will meet next on TUESDAY,
JANUARY 18, at 7:30 PM at the Community Center. A FINAL DRAFT of the PEAKS ISLAND NEIGHBORHOOD
PLAN will be presented, together with an implementation schedule. THIS MEETING WILL BE THE LAST
OPPORTUNITY FOR COMMUNITY INPUT. We invite your comments and suggestions. After incorporation
of any revisions the plan will be given to the City of Portland to be included in its Comprehensive Plan.
The City of Portland is committed to restore the GRAVEL PIT in the coming year. The JUNIOR LEAGUE OF
PORTLAND has made a generous OFFER OF VOLUNTEER ASSISTANCE on a development projed at the site.
We wish TO DISCUSS POSSIBLE USES OF THE GRAVEL PIT at modest expense and without compromising
the essentially natural state of the property after its restoration. Again, we solicit community input.
CITY ISLAND/NEIGHBORHOOD ADMINISTRATOR TOM FORTIER and representatives of the Junior League will
comment on suggested options.
We again call attention to the new PINA WEBSITE, www.Pinalnfo.org, a source of information about past,
present, and future adivities of PINA and its com_
mittees.
Two vacancies remain on the Steering Committee. Anyone wishing to run for one of the vacancies should
call President Joe Kane at 766-5571.

PEAKS PATROL
Winter offers plenty of opportunities for outdoor activities. Cross country skiing,
ice skating, and snow shoeing are a few of the recreational sports that many enjoy this
time of year, they can be included in a physical exercise program and may relieve the
onset of that dreaded cabin fever. The officers at Peaks Patrol request that a little
common sense be included in your preparation in your outdoor pastimes. A person
should be adequately dressed for the weather, always make sure the ice-skating pond is
safe, and have a friend with you if you go into isolated areas of the island.
This year we would like to offer you an excellent chance to assist in fire safety.
The lucky individuals and families whose homes are located near a fire hydrant can assist
us in making sure the hydrant is ready for use following a snow storm. A hydrant that is
not shoveled can cause a delay in hooking up hose lines that deliver water to the fire
trucks. Following a snowstorm, the officers on duty attempt to clear the hydrants as
quickly as possible, with a little help, this task can be completed sooner. If you are
shoveling a walkway or driveway near a hydrant, we would appreciate your help. Those
who plow drive ways, a sweep of the snowblanking in front of a hydrant can also save
time in the clearing process, however be careful to avoid striking a hydrant.
The parking lot has received more attention lately. With the limited number of
handicap parking spaces, we are making sure only those vehicles with the proper plates
and placards are allowed to park there. The space between the upper and lower parking
lots that is clearly marked~"NOP ARKING" has had several violators receiving parking
tickets. We are going to need room to move once the snow arrives, we request your
cooperation in parking in the designated areas. The vehicles that stay longer than the 48hour limit for the parking lot will be identified and will be summonsed (towed if in
violation of the scofflaws).
John Clement

FIFTH MAINE REGIMENT MUSEUM
P.O . Box 41
Peaks Island, Maine 04108
(207) 766-3330

•

fifthmaine@juno.com

Have you ever wondered what island folks did for winter entertainment in years past? During the
winters of 1875 and 1876 the Peaks Island Lyceum met weekly to discuss the issues of the day.
The meetings began with a brief business meeting followed by a musical selection and a 'Select
Reading' by Miss Etta C. Sterling. Each week a different topic was debated with various
islanders speaking for or against the question in hand. On December 7, 1876 the question was
'Resolved, That Lawyers as a Class are not a Benefit to the Country.'

During the early 1880s islanders organized the Peaks Island Comet Band. A Mr. Cole from
Portland was engaged to give weekly lesson to band members who paid 39 cents per lesson for
th
the privilege. The band practiced all winter, gave concerts, and, on the 4 of July, marched from
one end of the island to the other serenading guests at the hotels and cottages. The band's
records indicate that members were served a delicious oyster stew by 'our lady friends' following
a performance at the Union House Hotel on January 25, 1883.
Our predecessors on the island knew how to have fun and learn something new at the same time.

VOLUNTEER ISLAND TRANSPORTATION
To serve as a vo.lunteer, please c.all Cevia Rosol at 0059' or Nancy·Hall ·a t.Z5t4. We.can
always use more drivers, and it's a great way to give something to the islandl
Driver(s)

Date

Tue.
Wed.
Thur.
Fri.
Tue.
Wed .
Thur.
Fri.
Tue.

1/4
1/5
1/6
1/7
1/11
1/12
1/13
1/14
1/18-

Phone-

2608
Dick Swarts
2360
Larry Blake
0022
Carol Warner
0067
The· Pedlikens
5797
John Erdman
0066
Roxanne Marks
2109
Judy Plawlock
Mitch Bucciarelli 490-7904
Jamie & Marty Braun 9726

Date

Wed.
Thur.
Fri.
Tue.
Wed.
Thur.
Fri.
Tue.

1/19
1/20
1/21
1/25
1/26
1/27
1/28
2/1

Oriver-(s)

Phone

Ruth Williamson
Monica Stevenson
Dan Murphy
Claire Dahl
Jeanne Hayman
Deborah Kendall
Ron Shaw
Bob & Clare Cary

5825
2010
5849
2630
2742
·0034
3394
5548

Substitute drivers for January are Mere Roberts at 5819 & George- Rosol at 0059.

The vo·1 unteer island taxi service is available for an islanders. If you need a ride
anywhere on the island, please call the volunteer listed for the day you need a lift. It's best
to call a day or so before, if possible. The drivers may not be at home when you call. Most
have answering machines, however, so you can leave a message. '- We do the best we can!
The usual hours are Tuesday through Friday daytime hours (excluding major holld.ays).

BRACKETT MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
207-766-5013
The Rev. Casey Collins
brackettmurnc@yahoo.com
"The white church at the top of the hill"
Worship with us at 10:00 a.m. every Sunday. We are a community church open to all.
9 Church St., Veaks Island, Maine

What a wonderful Christmas time. The cold and windy days of late only add to the reminder of the
warmth of hearts and love of the season. The Brackett Church community hopes you had a holiday of joy
and peace. If you would like a reminder of why you celebrated Christmas this year, come and worship with
us on Sunday mornings and remember or learn the true meaning of the season.
Bible Study is resuming on Wednesday, January 12, 10 am. at the church. We're skimming through
the book of Exodus and will continue moving through the Bible highlighting the stories that you may have
heard but haven't known or have forgotten their purpose putting them into the context of today. We'll be
watching the classic movie, "The Ten Commandments" with Charlton Heston the evening of January 7. If
you'd like to join, call the office for the time and place!
There is a group organizing a time together for those in the Peaks Island Community who are
searching for spiritual meaning, regardless of religious belief. It'll be a safe place to come together and learn
from one another. Will let you know more of that next month.
Have a wonderful and safe New Year!

STAR OF THE SEA
Our Sincere thanks to All who helped make our 3 Christmas shows a big success.
St. Christopher's Christmas Coffee had a great turnout. They made close to $600.
The Riverton School Show donated $100 to the Maine Children's Cancer Program.
Our Nursing Home Christmas was greatly appreciated at the Seaside Manner.
th
Our new Season starts at Riverton School Wed Jan 5 and on Peaks Island Thursday Jan
6th . Please call for times. 766-2727. Spring Show·"Toe Ledgen of Tumbleweed
County" a fun show of the old west in song and dance.
We have our.New 2005 calendars ready on sale in our Boutique. Personalized if you
wish. $12.00 for further information call Doreen or Peter with your dates. 766-2727,
Pete 776-5797.
Our friends from LA are continuing with our documentary.. They hope to be with us for
our Spring show.
Many thanks for all your support.
Happy New Year To All!
Musically Yours,

Doreen & Co.

'I

Thank You Girl Scout Troop #1977
Girl Scout Troop #1977, Peaks Island's own, under the leadership of Diane
Ricciotti, spread "sweet visions of sugarplums" for all to enjoy. The girls
made gingerbread houses, deliciously and beautifully decorated, and put
them on public display at the Peaks Island Library and at the Peaks Island
Cafe, where all islanders could enjoy their handiwork. Thank you to the
troop for sharing their tempting creations. They have elicited many oohs and
aahs. We wish you could see and hear the delight.

News From the Peaks Island Branch Library
in the Community Building
766-5540
www.portlandlibrary.com
Hours Open: Tues 2-8 Wed 10-4 Fri 10-2 Sat 8-12
Happy New Year! With winter here, if anyone is having trouble getting to the library
because of weather or illness, please give us a call and we'll make arrangements to have
books delivered to you.
Nursery Rhyme Time continues on Wednesdays and Fridays at 11. Story Time for
PreSchoolers is on Fridays at 10: 15.
Adult Book Discussion will meet Tuesday, January 4, at 7 PM to discuss Charlotte Gray and
on Tuesday, February 1, to discuss One Thousand White Women by Jim Fergus. For the
meeting on March 1, the group is planning to read Middlemarch by George Eliot. You might
want to start that one now as it is quite long.

Friends of the Library
The Film Committee will meet at the Library on Monday, January 10, at 7:15 PM. Anyone
interested in volunteering to show films or in any aspect of the Saturday night movies is welcome to
attend. Questions? Come in or phone the library (5540).

Saturday Night Movies in January
All movies are free and shown in the Community Room. Children should be accompanied by an adult.

January
8
15

6 PM
Three Lives of Thomasina PG (1985)
97 min . ·'
.
Nikki Wild Dog of the North (1986)
G 73 min

January

8 PM

8

Station Agent (2003) R 88 min

15

East of Eden (1954) NR 115 min

22

Iron Will ( 1994) PG 109 min

22

The Cooler (2002) R 101 min

29

TBA

29

That's Dancing (1985) G 105 min

PEAKS-ISLAND LION-S CLUB NEWS
Students at Peaks ·Island Scho·ol, and other Island youngsters
enjoyed a visit from Santa Claus on Tuesday, December 21, thanks
to the combined sponsorship of the lions Club and the American
Legion Randall Macvane Post 142. Lions Cl·ub member Leslie
Schiff organized the fun-filled holiday party at the school. Ed
Latham provided a tree for the occasion. There were
refreshments, music, and gifts froni Santa for each child-naughty
or nice.

PTO VALENTINE SWEETHEART BOXES
The Peaks Island School PTO offers you another scrumptious
way to support the school and treat your favorite person with a
Valentine Sweetheart Box of treats. The boxes will be filled
with homemade cookies and candies-- made by island bakers,
of course-and will cost $10/box. You can order by calling the
Peaks Island School at 766-2528, Kathryn Moxhay at 7662756, or Kathy Hanley at 766-5669. We will take orders until
Wed. Feb. 9 th , and will deliver your treats to you or your
valentine on Monday Feb. 14th • The Peaks Island School thanks
you, and so will your sweetie!

A note from Santa: Thanks to all the many islanders who came to my Tree Lighting! I
always like visiting Peaks Island as I have so much fun with everyone. A very special
thanks go to the following for making this such a joyous event: The Lions Club for my
new hair style; The American Legion for the material for my new red suit; Judy Piawlock
for making my new suit which fits me perfectly! ; Lisa Lynch and Peaks Cafe for the
delicious hot chocolate and cookies; Bob Hannigan for his donation; the Peaks Island
Public Works Department for putting the lights up and other behind-the scenes help;
Chris Hoppin and Mike Richards for their musical talent; and Shaw's Westgate for their
gift card. HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL AND SEE YOU NEXT YEAR!

Peaks Islahd Seniors
Peaks Island Seniors enjoyed the pot luck Turkey luncheon in December. Thank
you very much to the Lion's Club for the donation of turkeys.
After lunch the 4 th and 5th graders from the Peaks Island School entertained us
with charades. It was fun trying to guess the song, book or movie.
Our entertainment continued with the preschoolers from the Peaks Island
Children's Workshop. They sang holiday songs and poems to us. They were adorable
and we certainly did enjoy seeing them. They presented each senior with a pine cone bird
feeder they had made. In return the seniors gave animal crackers to the children.
The seniors will not be meeting in January, because of the unpredictable weather.
We have exciting luncheon news for February. We have been invited to the Peaks
Island School for a pot luck luncheon put on by the 4 th and 5th grade children. Mark your
2005 calendar now, Monday February 14th at 12 noon, we will be dining at the school.
Sounds interesting!!!

Make your New Year's resolution to attend senior luncheons in the New Year.
Open Mic - Performers and Listeners Wanted
Friday, January 14 from 7 PM to 9PM the first Peaks Island Soiree will be held at the
Brackett Memorial Church Social Hall. Anyone who has a poem to read, flute to play
(or any other instrument), a song to sing, or a dramatic reading to perform is invited to
the open mic. There will be a ten minute slot for each performer. If you wish to be a
skilled listener please come also. For further information please call Bill Hinderer 7662636

Peaks Island Land Preserve
Several volunteers worked with board member Don Stein and Island Institute Intern Michele
Tranes in early December to collect data about the current condition of PILP-owned properties
on Elizabeth Street, Sargent Road and Seashore Avenue. Efforts to collect baseline data for land
management plans will resume in the spring, but work on a land management plan is an on-going
winter project. Persons interested in helping out should contact Don Stein at 766-5138.
The next PILP board meeting is Jan. 11, 2005, at 6 p.m. the Community Center. PILP wishes all
islanders a HAPPY NEW YEAR and all the best in 2005 !

STAR News
The ST AR Needs someone to run the photocopier and staple the March issue of the STAR to
cover for a volunteer who is on vacation. If you can do that, please let us know at the library.
Thank you to an anonymous donor for a generous contribution to the STAR.
DEADLINE for next month's STAR is Tuesday, January 25, by 6 PM, please.

PEAKS ISLAND HEALTH CENTER
Dr. Jeffrey Martin, Nancy Wright FNP, Sue Martin, FNP
766-2929
HERE'S TO 2005
The Center remains open on MONDAYS AND THURSDAYS. Nancy' s father
is ill so she is :frequently off island and not available by page. For acute illnesses,
call Dr. Martin's on-call provider at 892-7055. Prescription refills and matters
staff can take care of can be handled by leaving us a message.
FLU VACCINE UPDATE: We did receive some flu vaccine from the state and
have given this to many people who had their names on our waiting list. Attempts
are being made nationally to redistribute vaccine. It's unclear yet whether more will
make it to Maine, and to Peaks. Call us to get on our waiting list. Also call VNA or
City of Portland Health Dept for in-town clinics.
HEALTH TIP: We continue to see many with viral respiratory infections. Over
the counter decongestents, cough syrups and Ibuprofen seem to work adequately. If
you have fever, body aches, severe headache,temperature or chronic complicating
diseases, call your health care provider or the Health Center.
Our dental hygienist is coming Wednesday, January 19. Call Yvonne at 8741025, Ext. 3017. Dr. Dorsey, our podiatrist is next coming on Wednesday,
January 19. Call 761-3889 Ext. 10 for an appointment.
Many thanks to Jim Lausier for our beautiful Christmas wreath, to Kay
Taylor for keeping us decorated and seasonal with plants and greenery, to Gene
Taylor for lawn mowing and snow shoveling, to Eileen Anderson for her dedication
and skill in keeping us clean and organized, to Melissa Conrad for her support,
counsel, and computer skills vital to our getting out information and creating needed
materials for the center, to Don Webster for his incredible work in handling our
fmances and to all on the Health Center Board for keeping us operational and
available.
HAPPY AND HEALTHY NEW YEAR

Senior Housine: and New Health Center Update

New Health Center and Senior Housing- We're excited by the building
progress and hope for a late spring opening. For information on eligibility and
how to apply for Senior Housing, call Bill Utley, VOA 373-1140. Meetings will
be held in late winter to advise those on the waiting list as to what materials are
needed and how to formally apply for one of the 11 units. The first 11 individuals
or couples to get those materials to VOA and who are eligible will be our first
residents.

JANUARY ACTIVITIES on PEAKS ISLAND
Sponsored by Portland Parks and Recreation
To reserve the Community Room, you must contact Denise (766-2970) at least two days in advance. Written requests must be
filled out before the room can be scheduled. Please plan ahead as Denise works just part-time (Mondays, Thursdays, and
Fridays). Denise's schedule in on her bulletin board.
SPECIAL NOTE: With the flu/cold season upon us, please remember: As disappointing as it is to miss an activity and/or trip,
please don't attend if you are feeling even a little under the weather. You will thank yourself, by not picking up any new
germs, and we will thank you for not spreading yours. We appreciate your consideration.

** ISLAND HAPPENINGS-OPEN TO ALL**
Thanks to all who made the community tree lighting a success - the decorations were great!. Any and all suggestions for future
celebrations are welcome (leave message at 2970). Photos are on display on the bulletin board near the Com. Rm. If you have
photos to share, please display them too. A great video of the event (19 minutes) will be shown on Thursday, Jan. 6 and on
Monday, Jan. IO at 8:45am and 10:30 am. Everyone is welcome. Let Denise know if you would like to see it at another time.

ETHNIC TRADITIONS: GREEK CELEBRATION for the NEW YEAR
Enjoy a Greek custom or two as we eat a few appetizers, listen to Greek music, and perhaps even dance!
Thursday, January 6
1:00 pm at the Community Center

CELEBRATE HOT TEA MONTH and ENJOY WATCHING A VIDEO ABOUT PORTLAND
A variety of teas will be available to try as we see a video from the City of Portland film collection.
This one hour video provides a fascinating glimpse into the life of the city during the 1940's.
Thursday, January 13
l :00 pm at the Community Center

CELEBRATE NATIONAL SOUP MONTH & PLAY FAMILY-STYLE GAMES
Denise will have 2 different soups to sample. If you'd like to bring some soup for us to try, please do so! Games will include
Scattergories and Charades - or bring your favorite games to share.
Friday, January 28
12:00 noon at the Community Center

FREE LOW IMPACT EXERCISE PROGRAM - OPEN TO ALL!
Monday and Thursday mornings
9:30 - 10:30 am in the Community Room
This on-going program includes stretching, weights (provided), low impact aerobics and relaxation exercises. Emphasis is on
doing what is comfortable for you. A great way to start the New Year!

** OFF-ISLAND TRIPS: OPEN TO ALL ADULTS**
Pre-registration required. Sign-up sheets are on Denise's bulletin board in the Community Center. Phone registrations begin
on January 6 (leave message at 766-2970). Each trip has a small transportation fee. Minimum for each off-island trip is 8.
Programs canceled due to inclement weather will not be rescheduled in this month.

LUNCH and SHOPPING IN GREATER WINDHAM AREA : BIG LOTS (and lots more!)
Friday, January 14

10:00 am boat/3:15 pm return

UNIVERSITY OF NEW ENGLAND GALLERY and a "MYSTERY" STOP
Check Denise's bulletin board for details about the exhibit at the UNE Gallery
Monday, January 24
12:45 pm boat/ 3: 15 pm return

ACTIVITIES AT THE CUMMINGS CENTER: CRAFTS and TRAVELOGUES
CRAFTS: PLASTIC CANVAS AND KNITTING
Friday, January 7
11: 15 am boat/3: 15 pm return
Cost: $3 (for trans. & supplies)
Crafts will start at 1:00 pm. Bring your lunch or we can pick up something on our way. Have any other craft ideas?
TRAVELOGUE: CHINA
Thursday, January 27

Guest Speaker: Mary Frances MacFadyen, Peaks Island resident
12:45 pm boat/3:15 pm return
Cost: $2 (for transportation)

